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CUBA'S MONETAE
CUBA is a land of crises. Just about

everything from the government of
the island to the future o.f the tobaccoindustry has either reached a crisis

or is making all possible haste to get in
that condition. Whenever news from Madridor Xew York is scarce the Havana
newspapers make up for it by editorials
In which they announce that something or

other has reached a crisis.
The Spanish regime of "How to do It

wrong" never makes the slightest attempt
to avoid or improve these crises. It pre.serves them intact as a legacy for Uncle
Sam to untangle when he lands at La
Machina wharf and hoists the Stars and
Stripes over the palace of the CaptainGeneral.
One of tli/ most serious is the money

crisis. The wor3t of this particular one is
that it affects so many persons whose slenderresources have already been sadly depletedby war, blockade and the accompanyingbusiness stagnation.
In Cuba the relative exchange values of

gold, silver and paper money are fixed by
arbitrary "baudos," or schedules, issue^i
from the Treasury Department and author,ized by the Captain-General.
The paper money of the Weyler issue has

continued to fall in value so steadily that
It is dow worth only about eight cents on

the dollar and lias practically disappeared
as a factor In exchange.
Gold, as everywhere, is the scarcest of

the three kinds of money, and is being
hoarded. The ordinary business of Cuba is
carried on in silver. A characteristic kink
of Spain's financial system is the maintenanceof a separate system of coinage for
each of its colonies, Porto Rico, the Philippinesand Cuba have their own silver coins.
All of which are different from the silver
currency of Spain. A silver peso of Porto
Rico, for example, is as valueless in Cuba as
If 1 It, Sir,,>1,1 on.l n rrauof.. fl,of lo

twenty cents in Havana would be worth
nothing more than its bullion value in
Manila.
This is all very well for the Spanish Government.A separate coinage for each

colony enables it to unload a much larger
amount of product of its mints than it
could in the case of a uniform coinage,
which would carry the silver money from
one Spanish possession to another as the
law of supply and demand required. The
more minting that Spain does the greater
her profits between the face value of the
coin and the bullion value of the silver.
But it is not so pleasant for the colonies.

In Cuba especially. where all business and
movement of capital is at a standstill, there
Is Just now about three times as much silvermoney as there is any use for, without
fmy constantly ebbing flow of the tide of
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/ C i'!"s I *s facing a serious
i vj<ioo. financial condition

supply and demand to take it away from
the island.
The result is naturally a great depreciationin the price of silver coin. The peso

contains about as much silver as the Ameri-
can aouar, una jet were 11. ten to its own

resources, without any Government stiffening,it woulil pass, so Havana.bankers will
tell you, for considerably less than lifty
cents.

It is to offset this natural result of druggingthe market with silver that the
"bandos" are issued from the palace. They
set an entirely arbitrary and artificial value
on the price of silver coins. The monetary
system, like everything else in Cuba, Is
military. The word of the Captain-General
is law. Ween he says in his bi-weekly
schedule that a peso is worth sixty-five
cents in gold, no one in the entire island
thinks of questioning the financial acumen

of the decision. They proceed to pay sixtyfivecents in gold coin, although its intrinsic
exchange value may not be worth more

than forty cents.
The price of silver coin goes up and down

in "bandos," not as. the market demands
but as it suits the convenience of the Governmentto dictate. If the Government has a

large amount of silver on hand and wishes
to enhance its value on account of paymentsto its employes it puts the price of

" -f i-~ TP thA
rue peso up nve 01- itu cema. ii, uu

contrary, it Is in need of silver, pesos tumbledown a corresponding amount.
All over Cuba and Porto Rico are little

shops called "Casas de cambios," houses of

exchange, where the colonial money is
bought and sold and speculated with In a

small way. The men who run fhese exchangesdo not make their calculations on

any basis of business of the country or

foreign exchange, but simply as to the
knowledge and secret information which
they have, or think they have, of the conditionof the Treasury Department.
But every one in Cuba realizes that "the

Government" and the Captain-General are

going to stop pretty soon and with them
will stop all of the "bandos," which falsify
the value of the currency. What will be
the result? Silver money in Cuba will immediatelyafter America's occupation drop
to its real exchange value. The sufferers
will be the people of Cuba who have been
transacting their business on the artificial
basis of the "bandos." Unless some special

ia mnilii hv the SlUlnish Govern-
ment, and the Spanish Government is not
giving to making concessions to Cuba, the
silver cannot be sent back to Spain any
more than it can to the United States.
Probably, too, the United States will be

desirous of Introducing its own currency
into the island and may, a3 it did in Porto
Rico, do a little artificial arranging of
values itself In order to force the colonial
silver currency out of the country.

It seems almost impossible for poor warwornold Cuba to avoid facing a fearful
financial condition. If not a panic, during Its
fire* /Intra tin/!or *bo AmArlniin finer
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A MODEL VO
n-pjHE Standard voting machine will have

I a practical test at Rochester on

election day. Seventy-three of these
machines have been purchased by that city
and It Is promised that they will furnish
complete returns from every election districtwithin thirty minutes from the time

the polls close.
The Standard voting machine is supposed

to guarantee to each voter the opportunity:
To vote in absolute secrecy.
To vote rapidly, and in the most convenientway possible.
To vote a straight party ticket, by operatingone knob which moves all the indicatorson that ticket.
To vote for the entire ticket by moving

an indicator over the name of each candidateseparately.
To vote as he may choose for candi-

The Face of the Voting Machine,
dates from any party, or for persons not
named on any ticket.
To vote for all the candidates for whom

lie IS euuueu iu vote, at tue saiutr lilu^

preventing hiin from exceeding the privilegegiven him by law.
To examine the ticket he has voted and

make any changes he desires, until he is
satisfied with his choice, before registeringit and leaving the booth.
The report of the State commission on

THE RETORT COURTEOUS.
Little Tominie--^Ta, what's "the retort

courteous?"
Pa.It's the retort one always has to

make to the cook If he expects her to stay
more than a week..Cleveland Leader.
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nler, is an ardent Did you notice any
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voting machines recommends the new con-

trlvance and describes its workings.
The "party" 'tickets are arranged in verticalcolumns, headed by a distinguishing

letter and a party emblem. On the left is
the column for the various offices to be
filled by election, ending at the bottom

I .

How the Dial Works.
with "Questions," while on the rights is
the column for "Irregular voting." By this
arrangement the horizontal rows contain
the names of the various candidates for
each office and the "For" and "Against"
opposite "Questions." ^

The candidates, can be grouped so that
one or several (up to the limit of the mafl-ilnolnnn hr» vntod and no more.

The machine can be easily changed from
the outside of the casing to allow full votingor restricted voting on local questions,
as may be required.
For Irregular voting the machines providea column of openings % x 3 inc.hes

placed on the right of the regular ticket,
each covered by a steel slide, which, when
pushed back, locks the corresponding office
line, and permits the voter to write the
name of any person not regularly nominated
on a roll of paper. The movement of the
operating lever turns the roll, drawing the
marked paper from the opening, and at the
same time closing the slide.
The individual count is on the back of

the machine and inside of the case. The
counters can be seen by opening the back
doors, which can only be unlocked when
the mac|ine itself is locked against voting.
The total vote register is always visible

from the front of the machine, so that
every interested person can see that the
vote has been recorded.
All the movements are positive in ac-

AWUiHtK KtAOUN.

*'1 hope," said the cigar dealer, "we
.don't annex Manila and Cuba."
"Indeed?" quoth the customer.
"Yes. If we do, where in thunder are

our imported cigars to come from?".Life.
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The Voting Eooth.
la the final operation, mistakes or correc
tions can be made on the selection first it
dicated. Pulling over the handles merel
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TOLD ABOUT [ IT!
FT LTHOUGH Sir Henry Blake has fre*Jh \ quently been referred to since April
ifW last as the Governor of Hong Kong,

' and as responsible for the acts of neutrality
which the English authorities there on

several occasions considered themselves
obliged to enforce toward the United States
war ships during the recent conflict with

a Spain, yet the fact remains that he has
been all this time in Ireland at his new

. country seat, Raleigh House, Youghal,
famous as the birthplace and home of Sir

, Walter Raleigh, the discoverer and founder
f of Virginia, and. is only now proceeding out
t to Hong Kong with Lady Blake in order
i to assume his duties as Governor of Hong
r n.uug, imr principal nrrusii sironguoiu in

; the far Orient.
r Few people are aware that Sir Henry, in

spite of the fact of his being the brotherJin-law of a duchess, as well ns the uncle
3 of a duke with royal blood in his veins,
and notwithstanding his extremely aristocraticappearance, in reality commenced
life as sn errand boy in the great dry goods
store of Pirns, at Dublin, where he attained
the dignity of a floor walker before,- by
some means or other, he succeeded in winningthe notice and the good will of the
late Earl Of Carlisle, who procured for him
a sub-inspectorship in the Itoyal Irish Constabulary.

It was while connected with the constabularythat he managed to win the affections
of an Irish land owner, the late Berna'
Osborne, M. P., perhaps the most noted
wit of the Victorian reign. Miss Osborne,
who has Jewish blood in her veins, insisted
on marrying the good-looking young police
officer, and was in consequence thereof discardedby her father and disinherited at his
death, his entire fortune being left to his
only other child, who had meanwhile marriedthe late Duke of St. Albans.
The Duchess, devoted to her sister, insistedupon sharing with her the fortune

inherited from her father, and moreover
caused her husband to use his Influence as
C rlnl-A end nra n nnAni- +AU O 1 TY1 O Orr> Q f fl

to secure for Henry Blake first of all promotionfrom a police inspector to a police
.. magistrate and then from police magistrate
j. to Colonial Governor.
y Blake has been in turn Governor of the

Bahamas, of Newfoundland and of Jamaica,
C- and would have received the lucrative Gov

rernorsliip of Victoria, In Australia, with It!
e salary of $50,000 a year, besides pickings,

had it not beeh for the fact that he has a

_ son, the issue of a marriage which he conti'actedwhile floor walker at Pirn's, with a

shop girl, and that this son, who is mucl
r- of the black sheep, has married a woman

of doubtful repute, and along with hex
d achieved unpleasant notoriety in the Aus
:e tralian colony of Victoria.
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ie Democrats of Illinois are fighting,
llant battle to redeem their State from
Jisgrace of Mannerism, and to prepare
way for its re-entrance to the Democcolumn in 1900.
two years Governor Tanner, and the
subservient to him, doubly betrayed
llinois. The cost of public service has
State institutions which under Demoasto leave a comfortable surplus now
has been emptied, and the politicians

listrations nowadays.national as well
nent lost no time in getting into close
tions with all trusts and corporations
ne gas companies or onicago wanted

etter spoliation of the people. Altgeld
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vanted their franchises extended fifty
ging a five-cent fare throughout. Altthem.Tanner signed it. The contrast
>emocracy has nowhere been so sharply

re-election this year, it is true, but rerestson his party, even as in our own

esponsibility for the canal frauds. The
;o win easily, for thejJ are harmonious.
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rpetuity of a republic where the courts
that dominant power, the army, is led
at every crime from forgery to murder

e of poor Dreyfus, hunted like a beast
ures, the fate of France is much more
jr disgraced before the world*

ie canvass being conducted by ConsmanWilliam Sulzer in the Eleventh
riot has compelled the respect of his
irsaries. The principal afternoon Relicannewspaper recently paid a high
ite to the sincerity and honesty of
ces.

flcient and a distinguished Representaowhich he has been elected. No man

or, skill and eloquence with which he
a a reluctant Republican majority. No
are squarely for Democratic principles,
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ction. Furthermore, he will get II
jf:

)f Democratic Victory,
>ids (Mich.) Democrat.]
lch spends more money to get reliable paperin the world, has had a complete Conhowsthat, of the 357 Congressmen to be
aocrats, 129 Republicans, thirteen Populists
his leaves sixty-one districts in doubt, with
ns may get forty-one of them and the Demoowancethe House will stand: Republicans,
> estimate is conservative is shown by the
it Republicans, two Democrats (as now), and
Upper Peninsula districts, where there is
ng tlie Republicans.
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Henry's authorship of a work entitled
"Terence Magrath," ridiculing the Irish
Nationalists, caused such a storm of disapprovalwhen he was gazetted Governor
of Victoria that the nomination was cancelled.
Sir Henry's newly acquired country seat

in County Cork is a beautiful place, the
bourne of many an American pilgrimage.
A certain spot in the garden is pointed out
as the place where the great Sir Walter
Raleigh planted the first potato In Europe,
while the house, an exquisitely situated
sixteenth century building, is full of relics
of Raleigh and of Queen Elizabeth.
In connection with the death of the

Queen of Denmark a mysterious incident is
recorded by the press of Copenhagen, which
Is about to be unravelled in the courts of
justice.
A few weeks ago it was announced In the

Hamburg papers that Herr Sllberberg, a

prosperous Jewish merchant of that city,
had received tlio cross and patent of a

knight of the Danish order of Dannebrog,
which has been sent to him through Mme.
de Montefiore, alleged to have been one of
Her Majesty's ladies-in-waiting.
The newspapers quoted, the letter alleged

to have been written by the late Queen of
Denmark to Mme. de Monteiiore, confiding
to her the duty of/conveying the order to
Herr Sllberberg, and it was added that Her
Majesty's letter ended with the touching
words, "Yours at the point of death,
Louise."
The merchant, deeply moved by the

honor conferred upon him, hastened to
Copenhagen and asked td be permitted to
render his personal thanks to the Queen,
where, however, he was informed by
Madame de Montefiore that Her Majesty's
condition made an audience impossible. So
he returned to Hamburg quite satisfied.
The story, however, which he told while

at Copenhagen ended by reaching the ears
of the authorities, and now a judicial
investigation has been instituted in the
Danish capital.
Madame de Montefiore is well known

there. But she has never been a lady-inwaitingto the dead queen. As far as can
be seen now she is believed to have
played a particularly cruel hoax on the
merchant, and, while she has not yet been
arrested, she is, for the time being, under
police surveillance.
The presumption is that she has been

using the name of the dead Queen to extortmoney from the merchant. But she
is so positive in her assertions that she
was really commissioned by the Queen to
send the decoration to Herr Silberberg
that there are a good many people who
are inclined to believe that there is some
royal mystery or other connected with the
affair, whlcli is now absorbing public attentionat Copenhagen.
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